EXEN The Amritsar Massacre heightens
anti-British feeling in India.

Section 2
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EEELS Mohandas K. (EEX) The British
Gandhi leads protest Parliament passes
against British rule. the Government of

India Act.

India’s Struggle
for Independence

Setting the Secene

p Terms to Define
pacifist, civil disobedience, satyagraha

P People to Meet
Mohandas K. Gandhi, Mohammed Ali Jinnah,
Jawaharlal Nehru

P Places to Locate
India, Amritsar, Ahmadabad

B What methods did Gandhi use in

lia’ ggle for independence from British

i
incia’s stru:

Riswati and Kamala, once friendly neighbors
in Bombay, had not spoken to each other for
months—since relations between Muslims and
Hindus had deteriorated. The British could use
the problem as an excuse for delaying Indian inde-
pendence. The two women had argued over which
group, Muslims or Hindus, was more to blame.
Kamala recalled the example of Mohandas Gandhi
and resolved to visit Riswati and
renew their friendship. Perhaps she
could quote Gandhi saying, “It does
not matter to me that we see things
from different angles of vision.”
Kamala caught sight of Riswati at
the market. Quickly she crossed the
square toward her old friend.

—adapted from Communal Unity,
M.K. Gandhi, reprinted in World
Civilizations, Volume 2, 1994

Mohandas Gandhi

hen World War I began, the most

important territory in the British

Empire was India. As in the Middle
East and Africa, nationalism was spreading in
India. Some Indians wanted independence. Many
were willing to remain in the British Empire but
demanded home rule. Two of the largest nationalist
organizations were the Indian National Congress
and the Muslim League.

During World War I, Indian nationalists sup-
ported Great Britain and its allies. More than a mil-
lion Indian soldiers fought on the battlefields of the
Middle East and Africa. Indian wheat fed the Allied
troops, and Indian cotton kept them clothed. In
return for this aid, Great Britain promised in 1917 to
support eventual self-rule for India.

The Amritsar Massacre

Independence did not come easily to India.
After the war, the Indian National Congress staged
demonstrations to protest British rule. The nation-
alist movement, however, was divided by religion.
The Hindu majority and the Muslim minority did
not trust each other. The British authorities in India
encouraged that distrust.

A second difficulty was British opposition.
Many Britons were unwilling to see their empire’s
power reduced and staunchly opposed freeing
India. In 1919 Great Britain imposed on India harsh
laws intended to stifle opposition to British rule.
British officials could arrest nationalists without
cause and jail them without trial.

British repression reached an extreme in the
Punjabi city of Amuritsar in April 1919. The British
had outlawed all large gatherings and declared that
they would respond to any violation with force.
When 10,000 unarmed Indians assembled in a
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During the 1920s and 1930s, Gandhi
was India’s leading nationalist. He
worked to promote unity between Hindus and
Muslims in the Indian National Congress party. Where
did Gandbhi first use nonviolent methods to protest injustices?

walled garden in Amritsar for a political meeting,
the local commander decided that the British need-
ed to demonstrate their authority. Without warn-
ing, British troops blocked the only entrance to the
garden and began firing into the trapped crowd.
When the firing ceased, nearly 400 people, includ-
ing many children, lay dead. Another 1,200 people
were wounded. Criticized for his action, the British
commander declared:

€€ 1 fired and continued to fire until the
crowd dispersed, and I consider this is the
least amount of firing which would pro-
duce the necessary moral effect.... If more
troops had been at hand, the casualties
would have been greater. 99

Gandhi and the West
Mohandas K. Gandhi has

- had a profound influence
|| on people in the West. He served as a model for
Martin Luther King, Jr. King led the African
American civil rights struggle until his assassina-
tion in 1968. Like Gandhi, King protested injustice
with nonviolent boycotts and marches.

P e v e

Indians across the country were shocked by the
brutal massacre and the general’s justification of it,
In large numbers, they came together in meeting
after meeting, more determined than ever to drive
the British out of their land. However, they needed
a strong leader to spearhead their struggle.

@UN@
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Gandhi’s Campaign

In the months following the Amritsar
Massacre, Mohandas K. Gandhi became the lead-
ing Indian nationalist. Born in India of middle-class
parents in 1869, Gandhi had been educated in
England. He later practiced law in South Africa,
where he and other Indians experienced mistreat-
ment because of their dark skin.

Until 1914 Gandhi lived in South Africa and led
protests against racial discrimination. He was a
pacifist, a person opposed to using war and other
violence to settle disputes. In keeping with his
beliefs, Gandhi used protest methods based on
civil disobedience, or the refusal to obey laws that
are considered unjust.

When Gandhi returned to India, he began
working with the Indian National Congress and led
a nonviolent movement for self-government and for
greater tolerance among the country’s many social
and religious groups. Gandhi urged Indians to reject
much of Western civilization for its use of brute
force, its worship of money, and its prejudicial atti-
tudes toward non-Western peoples. Gandhi’s
understanding of India’s problems made him popu-
lar throughout the country. The Indian people called
Gandhi Mahatma, meaning “great soul.”

Gandhi’s doctrine of moral nonviolent protest
won him international attention. He believed that
one could force an evil person or government to
change by challenging it directly, but without vio-
lence. Gandhi used the term satyagraha (suh
*TYAHegruhehuh), which means “truth force,” to
describe the nonviolent protests he led after the
Amritsar Massacre. One effective form of protest
was the boycott, in which Indians refused to buy
British cloth and other manufactured goods. As a
step toward independence, Gandhi urged Indians
to begin spinning their own cloth.

Gandhi practiced what he preached by spin-
ning cloth for a half hour every day. He made the
spinning wheel the symbol of the National Congress,
and he wore nothing but simple homespun clothes
for the rest of his life.
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Gandhi’s courage inspired millions of Indians
to join in protests. In 1922, however, the British
arrested Gandhi, and he disappeared from active
protest for the rest of the decade. Undaunted, the
Indian National Congress continued to protest, but
it achieved very little success until Gandhi’s return

in1930. (@ e

Toward Independence

Gandhi planned his next major protest around
salt. In India’s hot climate, the millions of people
who worked in fields and factories needed salt to
replace what they lost daily in sweat. The British
controlled the salt mines and the ocean salt fields.
They taxed every grain of salt they sold and jailed
Indians who gathered salt on their own.

In 1930 Gandhi protested the salt tax. First he
led thousands of his followers on a 200-mile (322-
km) march from Ahmadabad to the sea, where they
made salt from sea water. One month later, Gandhi
openly defied British authority by wading into the
sea and picking up a lump of salt. The British did
not dare arrest him, but they did arrest thousands
who followed his example. To quell the mounting
protests, they arrested him a month later, but the
protests only increased. Webb Miller, a British jour-
nalist, described one such protest, in which a group
of Indians marched on a heavily guarded salt mine:
“Although every one knew that within a few min-
utes he would be beaten down, perhaps killed, I
could detect no signs of wavering or fear.... There
was no fight, no struggle; the marchers simply
walked forward until struck down.”

This pattern continued throughout the 1930s.
As Indians protested, the British responded with
guns and clubs. Their violence could not stop the
millions of people motivated by nationalism.

Limited Self-Rule

Under pressure from the nationalist movement,
the British began to give Indians more political

power. In 1935 the British Parliament passed the
Government of India Act, which created a constitu-
tion for India. This measure gave provincial
legislatures control over the making of law in the
provinces. Areas such as agriculture, education,
public health, and public works came under
the control of the provincial governments. The
British government retained control of national
lawmaking, finance, defense, and foreign affairs.

The majority of Indian nationalists rejected the
act, wanting complete independence. However, the
Indian National Congress, at the insistence of
Gandbhi, finally accepted it as the first step toward
self-rule. The Indian historian K.M. Panikkar states
that with the Government of India Act, “British
authority in India was in full retreat, in the admin-
istrative field no less than in the political and eco-
nomic fields.” Nevertheless, independence was not
yet won.

Hindu-Muslim Relations

Even as India moved toward independence in
the 1930s, conflicts among Indians increased. For
every Muslim, India had three Hindus. As inde-
pendence approached, the Muslims began worry-
ing about their future treatment by the Hindus, and
many joined the Muslim League.

In 1937 the Indian National Congress, con-
trolled by Hindus, won election majorities in 7 out
of 11 provinces. Muslims came to power in the oth-
ers. This heightened bitter feelings. The Muslim
League, headed by Mohammed Ali Jinnah, split
with the Congress party. It demanded a separate
Muslim nation for the millions of Muslims in India.
The Hindus, led by Jawaharlal Nehru, a follower of
Gandhi, wanted a united India.

Although a Hindu, Gandhi was concerned
about the deepening rift between Hindus and
Muslims. His pleas for toleration were largely
ignored by both groups. As 1939 ended, India con-
tinued its long struggle for freedom. But now the
nationalist movement had split in two, and not
even Gandhi could put it together again.

S CCTONZREVIEW

1. Define pacifist, civil
disobedience, satyagraha.

Mohammed Ali Jinnah,
Jawaharlal Nehru.
3. List the three countries in

Recall which Gandhi spent most of his

life. Locate these countries on Understanding Themes

the Atlas map on page A-5.

2. ldentify Mohandas K. Gandhi,  Critical Thinking

4. Synthesizing Information
What could Hindus have done change?
to keep Muslims united with

them against the British?

5. Change What nonviolent
methods did Mohandas K.
Gandhi use to bring about
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iEAER Chinese students
protest Treaty of Versailles.

Section 3

--------------------------------

1928 Chiang Kai-shek sets up
government at Nanjing.

m Japan controls mogt
of eastern China.

China’s Drive
for Modernization

Setting the Scene

P Terms to Define
warlord

» People to Meet
Sun Yat-sen, Yuan Shigai, Chiang Kai-shek,
Mao Zedong

» Places to Locate
Nanjing, Guangzhou, Manchuria

What divided nationalist forces in
China, and what united them?

St?meller

Wai Zhou watched a small man addressing a
group in the square. “China has become a colony
of all the Powers,” he proclaimed. This was noth-
ing new, Wai Zhou thought, just another agitator
seeking an audience. But the man continued,
“Foreigners often refer to the Chinese nation as a
bowl of loose sand. To revive nationalism we must
expand our small group loyalty to a very large
group. The people must learn to read and write.
China must become a democracy. Those who till
the soil should own it.” The speaker outlined a
plan for Chinese independence. Completely won
over, Wai Zhou asked a bystander who the speaker
was. “I heard him called Sun Yat-
sen,” the man replied.

—adapted from Lectures on
Nationalism, Sun Yat-sen, reprinted
in Lives and Times, James P. Holoka
and Jiu-Hwa Lo Upshur, 1995

Sun Yat-sen

nlike India, China was never entirely

controlled by a European country.

However, despite its independence
and population size, China did not have the mili-
tary power to command respect. That they lacked
the respect of Europeans was shown by the final
terms of the Versailles peace conference that fol-
lowed World War I. The Versailles Treaty had a pro-
vision granting Japan economic control of the
Shandong (SHON<DOONG) Peninsula of north-
eastern China. This provision was a humiliating
and surprising blow to the Chinese. During and
after World War I, China was torn apart by internal
divisions, and the foreign powers took advantage
of China’s weakness.

The Chinese Republic

As you read in Chapter 16, the Chinese revolu-
tionary leader Sun Yat-sen formally declared China
a republic in January 1912. Sun dreamed of a free,
democratic society. However, just two months after
taking office, he was ousted by a military strong-
man, Yuan Shigai (YOO+<AHN SHUR-«GIE). Yuan
quickly turned the new republic into a dictatorship.
Meanwhile, Sun organized and formed the nation-
alist Guomindang (KWOH«MIHN+DAHNG)
party, tried and failed to overthrow Yuan, and then
fled to Japan.

When Yuan died in 1916, China slipped into
chaos. Local military leaders called warlords divid-
ed the vast country among themselves. An almost
continual state of civil war followed.

Sun Yat-sen returned to China in 1917 and tried
in vain to restore strong central government to
China and rebuild the Guomindang party. Then in
1923, with aid from the Soviet Union and an ambi-
tious young officer named Chiang Kai-shek
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(JEEsAHNG KY+SHEHK), the Guomindang army
grew rapidly in strength. Sun Yat-sen died in 1925.
Three years later, Chiang led the army to victory
over the warlords and established a government in
the city of Nanjing.

Though undemocratic, government under the
Guomindang promoted economic development by
building schools, roads, and railways. However,
the Guomindang did very little to raise the living
standards of the peasants who comprised the vast
majority of the population of China.

Rivalry With the Communists

Many peasants, along with intellectuals and
urban workers, supported another party that
opposed the warlords: the Communists. During
Chiang’s drive against the warlords, Communist
soldiers provided him with crucial military sup-
port. But in 1927 the Communists attempted to take
over the Guomindang party and failed. Chiang
turned against the Communists and tried to wipe
them out. In Shanghai, Guangzhou, and other
cities, Guomindang soldiers killed tens of thou-
sands of Communists.

As Chiang began his purge, tens of thousands
of Communists fled to the mountains in the south-
ern province of Jiangxi (jeee AHNG+SHEE). Here
they gathered their strength and formed the Red
Army, led by the son of a prosperous peasant fami-
ly, Mao Zedong (MOW DZUH.DOONG). Mao

Viédalizing

Chiang Kai-
shek was
appointed commander of
the National Revolutionary
Army in 1926. By the end of
1928 the last major faction
of warlords pledged obedi-
ence to the National
Government. What other
party opposed the warlords?

believed that the Communists could still triumph
with the help of China’s millions of peasants:

€CIna very short time, in China’s central,
southern, and northern provinces, several
hundred million peasants will rise like a
mighty storm, like a hurricane, a force so
swift and violent that no power, however
great, will be able to hold it back. 39

—Mao Zedong, Report on an Investigation, 1926

Living conditions for China’s peasants had
changed little over the centuries. They worked
small plots of land and turned over most of their
crops to wealthy landlords. The Red Army gained
popular support in rural areas of the country by
overthrowing local landlords and distributing their
land to the peasants. Before long, the Red Army
included nearly 30,000 peasant troops.

The success of the Red Army worried Chiang.
In the early 1930s he ordered a series of “extermi-
nation campaigns” in an attempt to destroy this
rival army. Mao fought back, however, using his
own strategies: “The enemy advances, we retreat;
the enemy camps, we harass; the enemy tires, we
attack; the enemy retreats, we pursue.”

Mao’s military plans worked at times, but by
October 1934, the Guomindang had nearly sur-
rounded the Communists with a million troops.
Mao decided to retreat once again, leading about
100,000 followers out of Jiangxi Province in a des-
perate gamble for survival.
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Mao Zedong led the Communist

aemsbenintii  retreat known as the Long March.
Some Commumsts survived the ordeal in spite of
harsh weather and rugged terrain. From what Chinese
force were the Communists fleeing?

The Long March

Mao’s retreat from Jiangxi lasted for one year
and covered about 6,000 miles (9,600 km). During
that time the Red Army marched an average of 16
miles (26 km) a day, across rivers and mountains,
and defeated 10 provincial armies—all the while

being chased by Guomindang military forces. The
Chinese Communists called the arduous undertak.
ing the Long March.

At times the line of marching Communist
soldiers stretched out for nearly 50 miles (80 km).
One of these soldiers later recalled the march:

€€ If it was a black night and the enemy far
away, we made torches from pine branch-
es or frayed bamboo, and then it was truly
beautiful. At the foot of a mountain, we
could look up and see a long column of
lights coiling like a fiery dragon up the
mountainside. From the summit we could
look in both directions and see miles of
torches moving forward like a wave of
fire. A rosy glow hung over the whole
route of the march. 99

Conditions on the Long March were far from
rosy, however. Thousands of soldiers froze or
starved to death, and others died in battle. Of the
original 100,000 troops, fewer than 8,000 remained
at the end of the march in 1935.

Threat From Japan

While Chiang and Mao battled each other in
1931, the Japanese had conquered the large section
of northeast China known as Manchuria. Now it
appeared that Japan wanted even more land, and
Chiang’s advisers urged him to confront the
Japanese. Mao offered assistance but was rejected
by Chiang. Manchurian forces then kidnapped
Chiang and held him prisoner until he finally
agreed to end his war with the Communists.

However, unity between Chiang and Mao
could not stop the Japanese invasion that came
eight months later. By 1939 Japan controlled most of
eastern China. Chiang withdrew to the interior of
the country, where Mao was awaiting the proper
moment to strike back. Before that moment arrived,
the entire world was at war.

Yuan Shigai, Chiang Kai-shek,
Mao Zedong.
3. List the groups of Chinese who

Recall supported the Communists What other choices did he
1. Define warlord. most strongly. have?
2. Identify Sun Yat-sen, Critical Thinking Understanding Themes

4. Analyzing Information Why 5. Conflict What conflicts kept
do you think Mao decided to
undertake the Long March? War [?

China in turmoil after World
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